Information about Touch Tours at The Rep

What is a Rep Touch Tour?
A Touch Tour is a free, relaxed and guided visit to the stage before a performance (usually before an Audio Described Performance) which offers blind or partially sighted theatregoers the opportunity to explore the set before the show. Led by the Audio Describer describing the show, participants will have the opportunity to feel and explore the set, props and costumes and familiarise themselves with the voice of the Audio Describer. 
As every production is different, some elements may not be available to experience through touch. The Rep will always do its best to include a variety of stage elements to help bring the production to life. 
Why It Helps
A Touch Tour can make the performance more enjoyable because:
· It provides a better understanding of what the stage looks like 
· It provides an insight into where the action is taking place 
· Participants will feel more connected to the story and the show
A warm welcome
Our meeting point is at the Box Office counter on the ground floor. Our friendly audio describer will meet everyone and explain what happens next. The group will then move to the auditorium and onto the stage. The group size is usually quite small, so it feels calm and personal, and all are welcome to ask questions at any time. The Rep’s wonderful Front of House staff will also be there to offer support if needed. 
Exploring the stage
All will be invited onto the stage to explore the scenery used in the show. All are welcome to:
· Walk around the space 
· Touch parts of the set, e.g. furniture and walls 
This will help build a clear picture of where the action will take place.
Costumes and Props
We may be able to offer an opportunity to explore costumes and props too:
· Feel costumes worn by some of the actors
· Touch key props used by the actors 
The audio describer will describe colours, textures, and details so you can imagine how everything looks during the show.

Understanding the Story
A guide will give a short, simple explanation of:
· The story 
· The main characters 
· Important moments to listen out for 
We hope this will help you to follow the performance with more confidence.
Meeting the cast (sometimes!)
Occasionally, actors are also able to join the tour. They might:
· Introduce their characters 
· Let you hear their voice or accent 
· Explain how they move or behave on stage 
This can make it easier to recognise who is speaking during the performance.
We cannot guarantee the cast will be involved in every touch tour as this varies from show to show. 

Time for questions
You’ll have time to ask further questions about the show if there are any aspects you’re curious about. No question is too small.
How long does it last?
Touch Tours usually lasts 20 minutes and usually takes place an hour and a half before the performance starts. 
We understand there may be some waiting time between the end of the Touch Tour and the start of the show.  During this time, we’d like to offer you a complimentary hot or soft drink to enjoy in our comfortable Café Bar whilst you wait to take your seats for the performance.  

Additional Information
· Wear comfortable shoes (for walking on the stage) 
· Staff will always guide you safely 
· You can take things at your own pace and have breaks if you need them.
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